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COURSE PURPOSE 
 
This course is designed to equip counselors to accurately and effectively use Scripture in a 
consistent and biblical way. The objective is the incorporation of the full counsel of God, 
avoiding proof-texting and easy answers, while bringing to bear the rubrics of reformed theology 
on daily living. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
1.  The adult learner will be able to describe Inductive Bible Study methodology. 
 
2.  The adult learner will be apply Inductive Bible Study methodology for the purpose of 
utilizing scripture in counseling 
 
3.  The adult learner will be able develop counseling homework that will enable the counselee to 
apply God’s understanding and solutions to the personal counseling problems. 
 
4.  The adult learner will be able to articulate a basic biblical theology that provides the 
framework for the use of homework in counseling. 
 
 

COURSE TEXTS 
 

Required Texts: 
Adam, Peter. Hearing  God’s Words. Chicago:  InterVarsity Press, 2004. 

Arthur, Kay. How to Study Your Bible. Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1994. 

Millar, J. Gary. Now Choose Life. Apollos, 2001  

Doriani, Dan. Putting the Truth to Work. New Jersey: P&R Publishing Company, 2001.  

 



 
Collateral or Recommended Texts: 
Arnold, Bill T., and Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1999. 
Doriani, Dan. Getting the Message. New Jersey: P&R Publishing Company, 2001.  

 
Elwell, Walter A., and Robert W. Yarbrough.  Encountering the New Testament, 2nd ed. Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2005. 
 
Fee, Gordon D., and Douglas Stuart.  How to Read the Bible Book by Book. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2002. 
 
Hendricks, Howard G., and William D. Hendricks. Living by the Book, rev. ed. Chicago: Moody 
Publishers, 2007. 
 
 
 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

More than two unexcused absences drops final grade one letter grade. 
 

 
1. Reading assignments per week and class attendance.  

 
2. Mid-term—You will be given a passage to apply inductive Bible Study and out of the study 

to create a counseling homework assignment 
  
3. Create a Study Guide for Putting the Truth to Work that you could give to a counselee to help 

him/her learn how to “get the message.” Each chapter should have at least three questions 
and the answers. The answers should be in italics. 

 
4. Create a Workbook of counseling assignments similar to the model that we will use in class. 

You are to be creative and this should grow out of your own study. You may choose the 
passages of scripture that you utilize. There should be five different projects. Each one 
should extend for at least five sessions of weekly counseling appointments. The ramp-up is 
critical (that is, giving clear directions to the counselee, providing the purpose or desired 
outcome) for each of the five projects.  

 
Note: the papers for this class will be required to fit the Turabian style in the following ways: 
1) Each paper will have an appropriate title page 
2) Assignment 4 will have appropriate citations to the textbooks, any commentary you 

might use or any other book you may utilize in the process. You may need to give a 
citation for example for an idea you gained reading some book for another class that 
linked with your Inductive Bible Study and triggered the creation of one of your projects. 

3) A bibliography is required for number. 



 
This will replace both the final exam and the usual research paper done for a Masters 
class. 
 

BTS FORMAT AND STYLE STANDARDS  
 
 

NOTE:  All papers must be formatted in accordance with Turabian Chicago standards including 
the title page. Any paper not conforming to these standards will automatically be dropped one 

letter grade. 
 

 
All course materials must be submitted to the professor at the end of the semester (last day of 
class).  Thereafter, course materials may be submitted for up to six weeks after the end of the 
semester directly to the office of the registrar with the permission of the professor.  If a student 
submits course materials after the end of the semester but within the six week grace period, the 
student’s grade will be lowered by one letter grade.  The course materials will not be accepted 
after the six week grace period and a failing grade will be posted to the student’s transcript. 
 
 
 

COURSE GRADING 
 
1. Weekly participation 20% 
 
3.  Mid-term exam 20%. 
 
4.  Study Guide for Putting the Truth to Work 20% 
 
5. Workbook 40% 
 

 
READING ASSIGNMENTS AND LECTURES 

 
 
September 14 (Dr. Orteza) 
 Introduction to the class  
 Class Exercise: II Chronicles 6:21-42 
  Determine what characterizes this prayer 
  Consider what the people heard in this prayer 
  Extrapolate the application of this prayer for your counselee 
 PP—Inductive Bible Study #1 
 [Note: by Oct 12 you are to have completed the reading of Kay Arthur’s book 
 You will want to complete your Study Guide for Putting the Truth to Work as quickly as 
 possible.]  
 



September 21 (Dr. White)  
 Reading: First third of Hearing God’s Words 
 Discussion of the basic principles of Inductive Bible Study— 
 PP—Inductive Bible Study # 2 
 Practice the application of the process: Isaiah 1 

  
September 28 (Dr. Orteza) 
 Read: Second third of Hearing God’s Words 
 Discussion of basic principle of Inductive Bible Study— 
 PP—Inductive Bible Study #3 
 Practice the application of the process:  
  
October 5  
 No Class Tonight 
 
October 12 (Dr. White) 
 Read--complete reading of Kay Arthur and be prepared for a round table discussion 
 of basic principles of Inductive Bible Study around the Kay Arthur book. Each of you 
 should be prepared to be able to present three passages that you have studied inductively 
 and relate how the observations, interpretations and applications were influence by the 
 Arthur book as well as the lectures. Share at least one counseling homework assignment 
 that has grown out of your study so far. 
  
October 19 (Dr. Orteza)  
 Reading: Last third of Hearing God’s Words 
 Discussion of the basic principles of Inductive Bible Study— 
 PP—Inductive Bible Study #4 
 Mid-term exam 

  
October 26  FALL BREAK 

  
 
November 2 (Dr. White) 
 Read: Chapter two of Now Choose Life 
 Discussion of basic principles of Inductive Bible Study— 
 PP—Inductive Bible Study #5 
 A look at Isaiah 5 and application to the counseling situation 
 
November 9 (Dr. Orteza) 
 Read: Pages 108-114 of Now Choose Life 
 Discussion led by Dr. Dave Matthews 
 
November 16 (Dr. White) 

 Discussion of the basic principles of Inductive Bible Study 
 A look at Old Testament stories as counseling applications 
 PP-Using OT Narratives in Biblical Counseling 



 
November 23 (Dr. Orteza) 
 Discussion of Putting the Truth to Work 
 Study Guide for Putting the Truth to Work is due tonight. 
 Exploring I Timothy in class 
 
November 30 (Dr. White)  
 Guest facilitator:   TBA 
 Guess presentation:  TBA 
 Discussion of material presented 
 
December 1 (Dr(s) White/Orteza) 
 Guess presentation :  TBA 
 Discussion of material:  TBA 
 
December 8 
 Open. We will determine how to use this class towards the end of the semester. 
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