Systematic Theology 1
Birmingham Theological Seminary
Dothan Campus
Professor: Rev. Dr. Todd Baucum, D.Min.

Fall 2209 Work Phone: 334-347-9515
ST3526 Systematic Theology I Cell Phone: 334-475-6683
Professor: Todd D. Baucum, D.Min. Fax: 334-347-9515

Class Hours: 2 tbaucum@centurytel.net

Course Purpose:

The Purpose of this course is to provide the student with an overview of Systematic Theologyl.
The class will include a study of the following: theological prolegomena, the doctrines of general
and special revelation, and theology proper.

Objectives:

1. To understand the necessity of the theology proper and the importance of connecting the
history of doctrine with biblical theology.

2. To see how the doctrine of Scripture is foundational to all knowledge about God.

3. To appreciate the wonder and majesty of a Sovereign God who has revealed Himself in
redemptive history.

4. To define and describe how the study of the nature and works of God is the greatest
occupation and benefit of the Christian believer. 1 Tim.4:15

Required Texts:

Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology. Eerdmans, one volume ed., 1996.
Douglas Kelly, Systematic Theology (Vol.1) Christian Focus Publications, 2008

Suggested Texts:

Louis Berkhof, Summary of Christian Doctrine

Joel Beeke and Sinclair Ferguson. Reformed Confessions Harmonized.

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology

Stanley Grenz, The Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms, IVP ($8.00) A handy tool to have
as you read Kelly.

John Calvin, Institutes of Christian Religion (on the web)

Westminster Confession of Faith (on the web)

The Savoy Confession, 1658 (on the web)

The Second London Confession, 1689 (on the web)

J.I. Packer, Concise Theology, (IVP)

Michael Horton, God of Promise: Introducing Covenant Theology. Baker, 2006.



Course Requirements:

1.

Class Attendance — there are no makeups. For unavoidable absences, students will be
required to get class lecture notes from other students. (no video of the lectures are
allowed by BTS).

Completion of the reading assignments on time. (see below)

One book report (2 -3 pages, double space, 12 pt) on one of the assigned readings, giving
a summation of the author’s ideas and interacting with personal evaluations, critiques or
assessment.

A major research paper (10- 15 pages) showing the student‘s interaction with the history
of doctrine and biblical exegesis on the following topics: The Doctrine of Scripture,
Revelation, Inerrancy and the Authority of Scripture; The Doctrine of God, The Trinity,
The Doctrine of God modern challenges in Process Theology, Open Theism, Liberalism
or Neo-orthodoxy. The Doctrine of Sovereign Election, Eternal Decrees. The paper will
follow the format of Turabian Chicago standards, double spaced, Times Roman with 12
pt font. Each day late will receive a letter grade drop.

Class participation is encouraged through the interaction with lectures and reading
assignments. Students will be expected to be familiar with the readings prior to the class
lectures.

Course Grading:

b=

Assigned Reading completed on time, 15%
Book Report, 15%

Theological Research paper, 40%

Final Exam, 30%

Course Assignments:

1.
2.
3.

Book Report Due October 29
Theological Paper Due December 3
Final Exam — December



Week One: Introduction to Systematic Theology

Read: Berkhof, Introduction & pg. 15-34, Kelly, pg. 13-37; 46-62

Week Two: Doctrine Revelation

Read: Berkhof, Introduction, pg. 116-143; Kelly, pg. 129-163

Week Three: Inspiration and Authority of the Scriptures — Inerrancy & the Battle for the Bible
Read: Berkhof, Introduction pg. 144 -169; Kelly, pg. 163-180

Week Four: The Doctrine of God

Read: Berkhof pg. 19-51; Kelly pg. 273-294

Week Five: The Attributes of God - His Transcendence

Read: Berkhof pg. 52-63; Kelly pg. 315-352

Week Six: The God of the Covenant: Introducing Covenantal Theology
Read: Kelly pg. 387-444 (all of chapter 6)

Week Seven: The Doctrine of the Trinity — God’s Communicable Attributes
Read: Berkhof pg. 64-99, Kelly, pg. 447-471

Week Eight: The Eternal Decrees — Election & Predestination

Read: Berkhoff, pg. 100-123 ; Calvin’s Institutes (Book 3, ch. XXI —XXII) On Election;
Calvin’s Commentary, Romans Ch. 9

Week Nine: The Doctrine of Creation

Read: Berkhoff, pg. 126-140; Calvin’s Institutes, Book 1:14,16
Week Ten: The Challenges to the Doctrine of Creation

Read: Berhoff, pg. 141-164; Kelly, pg. 223-262;353-362

Week Eleven : The Doctrine of Providence

Read: Berkhoff,pg. 165-178; Calvin’s Institutes, Book 1:17-18.
Week Twelve: The History of the Doctrine of The Triune God
Read: Kelly, pg. 485-518

Week Thirteen: Book Report Due and Final Exam
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2003-2006.
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Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1559. 2 vols. Translated by Ford Lewis
Battles. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960. Although there are many aspects of Systematic
Theology that Calvin does not address, this is the oldest and most classic statement of Reformed
theology.

Dabney, Robert Lewis. Lectures in Systematic Theology, 1878. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
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Letham, Robert. The Holy Trinity. Phillipsburg, NJ: P and R, 2004. A deep theological study of
the doctrine of the Trinity, with emphasis on the classical ecumenical creeds



Storms, Samuel C. The Grandeur of God. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984. “A theological and
devotional study of the divine attributes”

Ware, Bruce A. God’s Lesser Glory. Wheaton: Crossway, 2000. A critique of Open Theism

Warfield, Benjamin B. The Plan of Salvation, Revised Edition. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, no date. A summary of the various lapsarian positions on the
decrees of God

Applied Theology — Spiritual Theology

Scougal, Henry. The Life of God in the Soul of Man. Christian Focus Books.
Augustine. Confessions.

Bunyan, John. Pilgrim’s Progress

Edwards, Jonathan. Religious Affections. A Classic of the highest order from America’s
premier philosopher/theologian who championed a thoughtful engagement of speculative
theology with practical piety.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


