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Course Purpose: 

The Purpose of this course is to provide the student with an overview of Systematic TheologyI.  

The class will include a study of the following: theological prolegomena, the doctrines of general 

and special revelation, and theology proper. 

Objectives: 

1.  To understand the necessity of the theology proper and the importance of connecting the 

history of doctrine with biblical theology. 

2. To see how the doctrine of Scripture is foundational to all knowledge about God.  

3. To appreciate the wonder and majesty of a Sovereign God who has revealed Himself in 

redemptive history. 

4. To define and describe how the study of the nature and works of God is the greatest 

occupation and benefit of the Christian believer. 1 Tim.4:15 

Required Texts: 

Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology. Eerdmans, one volume ed., 1996.  
Douglas Kelly, Systematic Theology (Vol.1)  Christian Focus Publications, 2008 
 
Suggested Texts: 

Louis Berkhof,  Summary of Christian Doctrine 
Joel Beeke and Sinclair Ferguson.  Reformed Confessions Harmonized.   
Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 

Stanley Grenz,  The Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms, IVP ($8.00)  A handy tool to have 
as you read Kelly. 
John Calvin, Institutes of Christian Religion (on the web) 
Westminster Confession of Faith  (on the web) 
The Savoy Confession, 1658  (on the web) 
The Second London Confession, 1689  (on the web) 
J.I. Packer, Concise Theology, (IVP) 
Michael Horton, God of Promise: Introducing Covenant Theology. Baker, 2006. 



Course Requirements: 

1.  Class Attendance – there are no makeups.  For unavoidable absences, students will be 

required to get class lecture notes from other students. (no video of the lectures are 

allowed by BTS).  

2. Completion of the reading assignments on time.  (see below) 

3. One book report (2 -3 pages, double space, 12 pt) on one of the assigned readings, giving 

a summation of the author’s ideas and interacting with personal evaluations, critiques or 

assessment. 

4. A major research paper (10- 15 pages) showing the student‘s interaction with the history 

of doctrine and biblical exegesis on the following topics: The Doctrine of Scripture, 

Revelation, Inerrancy and the Authority of Scripture; The Doctrine of God, The Trinity, 

The Doctrine of God modern challenges in Process Theology, Open Theism, Liberalism 

or Neo-orthodoxy.   The Doctrine of Sovereign Election, Eternal Decrees.  The paper will 

follow the format of Turabian Chicago standards, double spaced, Times Roman with 12 

pt font.  Each day late will receive a letter grade drop.   

5. Class participation is encouraged through the interaction with lectures and reading 

assignments.  Students will be expected to be familiar with the readings prior to the class 

lectures. 

Course Grading: 

1. Assigned Reading completed on time, 15% 

2. Book Report, 15% 

3. Theological Research paper, 40% 

4. Final Exam, 30% 

Course Assignments: 

1. Book Report Due October 29 

2. Theological Paper Due December 3 

3. Final Exam – December  



Week One:  Introduction to Systematic Theology 

Read: Berkhof, Introduction & pg. 15-34, Kelly, pg. 13-37; 46-62 

Week Two:  Doctrine Revelation 

Read: Berkhof, Introduction, pg. 116-143;  Kelly, pg. 129-163  

Week Three:  Inspiration and Authority of the Scriptures – Inerrancy & the Battle for the Bible 

Read:  Berkhof, Introduction pg. 144 -169;  Kelly, pg. 163-180  

Week Four:  The Doctrine of God  

Read:  Berkhof pg. 19-51;  Kelly pg. 273-294  

Week Five:  The Attributes of God -  His Transcendence 

Read:  Berkhof pg. 52-63;  Kelly pg. 315-352 

Week Six:  The God of the Covenant: Introducing Covenantal Theology 

Read: Kelly pg. 387-444 (all of chapter 6) 

Week Seven: The Doctrine of the Trinity – God’s Communicable Attributes  

Read: Berkhof pg. 64-99, Kelly, pg. 447-471 

Week Eight:  The Eternal Decrees – Election & Predestination 

Read:  Berkhoff, pg. 100-123 ; Calvin’s Institutes (Book 3, ch. XXI –XXII)  On Election; 

Calvin’s Commentary, Romans Ch. 9 

Week Nine:   The Doctrine of Creation  

Read:  Berkhoff, pg. 126-140; Calvin’s Institutes, Book 1:14,16  

Week Ten:  The Challenges to the Doctrine of Creation 

Read: Berhoff, pg. 141-164; Kelly, pg. 223-262;353-362 

Week Eleven :  The Doctrine of Providence 

Read: Berkhoff,pg. 165-178;  Calvin’s Institutes, Book 1:17-18. 

Week Twelve:  The History of the Doctrine of The Triune God 

Read:  Kelly, pg. 485-518  

Week Thirteen:  Book Report Due and Final Exam 
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